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THE MODERATOR: Congratulations and your
thoughts?

MIKE CAREY: Thank you.  Give our players credit.  We
got tired at the end, started turning it over.  Overall we
executed our game plan and got a little sloppy, but I
think that was mostly because we got tired.  We had
some people come off the bench and give us some
great minutes today and that really helped us.

Q. Naomi, they came out, you guys were hitting
shots, they were missing.  For a team that thrives
on defense the way that you do, does that just kind
of elevate everything for you at that point when
they're struggling the way that they did?
NAOMI DAVENPORT: Yeah, we came out early with a
lot of energy and I feel like that carried us throughout
the first half.  We were just executing our plays.  We
couldn't have drew them up any better.  We took
advantage of what they were giving us and we sat
down on defense in the first half and that's where we
took it from.

Q. Kristina, you struggled last week against
Morgantown.  What changed for you?
KRISTINA KING: Really it was to attack.  Me attacking
draws my defense in and then our shooters are open,
so that's where I got a lot of my assists and moving the
ball.  Just being more confident with driving in and
scoring.

MIKE CAREY: She played harder.

Q. Katrina, you had eight rebounds in this game,
one off from a career high.  Was it for of a
concerted effort to go up on the boards especially

when you are going against Kaylee Jensen who is
leading the conference in rebounding?
MIKE CAREY: Yeah, I wanted to help Teana in the five.
Kaylee is a tough post and when you have such a great
post on the opposite team I think we need to help
rebound.  Naomi did a great job as well.  She had 9
rebounds I think, so we just want to help our post and
get in there and attack and do more stuff especially if
our shots aren't falling.

Q. Katrina, the pride of Vista Ridge High School,
near my hometown.  Last year you were a sixth
seed you won it all.  This year you're a six seed.  Is
there a sense that this is going to happen again?
Because you played awfully well tonight.
KATRINA PARDEE: I think we go in every game
thinking that we're going to win.  That's what you have
to do.  You can't go in shy or fading away from your
opponent.  We have to take it one game at a time and
we need to execute the game plan, and if we do that
we will be all right.

Q. Biggest difference today compared to the last
two meetings against Oklahoma State?
KATRINA PARDEE: Energy.  Energy, moving the ball
and just playing team ball and playing together.  We
had a lot of energy going into this game and we knew
we needed it.

KRISTINA KING: I feel like everybody played hard.

NAOMI DAVENPORT: Yeah, what they said!
(Laughter.)

THE MODERATOR: Okay, ladies, thank you very
much.  Questions for Coach?

Q. Mike, I just asked the same question, you were a
six seed last year and you talked about it last week.
Can you do it again?  Do you have the same feeling
for this year's team that you did last year's that
took this tournament?
MIKE CAREY: I just don't think we're as deep, you
know what I mean, this year, plus Chania Ray has an
injured knee, to play back-to-back it's tough.  But we're
going to come in.  Texas is a great team.  They just
keep bringing bodies off the bench that really can play.
So we know we have our hands full, but like our players
said, we'll be ready and we will play as hard as we can.
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Q. Coach, Loryn Goodwin, 5 of 19 from the field.
Did your game plan differ on her at all?
MIKE CAREY: Yeah, we got on her a bit better.  We
didn't let her go left as much, she likes to go left,
hesitate and then go and Chania Ray did a great job on
her and a lot of times Kristina King was switching on
her, which gave us height on her which bothered her a
little bit.  I thought the key was Jensen.  We held her to
two offensive rebounds.  I thought that was key for us.

Q. Coach, obviously a lot of turnovers tonight.
How do you cut those down tomorrow against a
dangerous Texas squad?
MIKE CAREY: Well, that's a good question.  I thought
Kristina King in the first half had 5 turnovers, didn't
have any the second half.  I thought the second half
Naomi had 5 but I think she got tired and there at the
end we had about three turnovers and they were going
to trap us and we took the ball to the side instead of
keeping it centered so that was an issue also.

Q. You mentioned the bench production earlier,
Coach.  How important was it to get good minutes
out of Ashley Jones, Theresa Ekhelar, and also the
way that Katrina shot the ball tonight?  How
important were all those things?
MIKE CAREY: It was very important because Naomi
got tired and Katrina started driving, getting to the line,
scoring, and Teana didn't have a big night offensively,
but did a great job on Jensen keeping her off the
boards.  But I thought Theresa was key for us, gave us
energy, did some great things off the bench for us.  She
was key.

Q. Braxtin Miller had a really big game against you
guys in Morgantown last week and she went out in
the second quarter.  Did you guys try and attack
and just get after the team when they lost her?
MIKE CAREY: Yeah, but I'll be honest with you, when
she came back in, we tried to drive her.  She did a
pretty good job on a bad leg there.  We tried to isolate
her and tried to get her to drive to the rim and she did a
couple of times, but we should have been able to do
that a lot more.

Q. Teana didn't have the best game tonight, but
what did she mean to your season as a whole?
What do you need her to do tomorrow?
MIKE CAREY: Everything.  She can pop guards.  She
can lead on and off the floor.  She can relieve pressure,
go out and get the ball, make a play and if you noticed
with when they be went to the zone we got her to the
middle and she kept making the right pass.  So she is
key to us being successful.

Q. It's not unusual for your starters to all tally over

30 minutes.  But how do you face challenges with
that as you turn around to play in less than 24
hours?
MIKE CAREY: It's tough.  Texas, like I said, has a lot of
players and they play hard.  Texas is very athletic, they
can score inside and out.  We're going to have our
hands full.  We're going to have to get a game plan
together and be ready to play and hope we're hitting
shots and they're not.

Q. Mike, Uconn is an elite basketball program.  In
your opinion, what are the other teams in this
country that you would consider elite basketball
programs?
MIKE CAREY: I mean, there's a lot of them.  Uconn is,
I think right here in our league, I think Baylor, I think
Texas is as good as anybody we've every played.
Notre Dame when we were in the Big East, Louisville,
when we were in the Big East, we played a lot of
league teams, also, including Connecticut and then we
come to the Big 12 and played elite teams, so there's a
lot of them.  That's a hard question to answer, to be
honest with you.  I'm going to make a lot of people
mad.

THE MODERATOR: Coach, thank you.
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THE MODERATOR: Coach, your thoughts about
tonight's game?

JIM LITTELL: Well, we didn't get off to a very good
start and we were playing catch-up the entire night.  I
felt in the first quarter we were settling for jump shots
and 3-pointers instead of getting downhill and getting to
the rim.  We didn't make 'em guard us very well.

But credit West Virginia.  I thought they played really
hard and they ran their offense and got downhill and
got to the basket and seemed like we fouled them or
they made tough shots.

A big part of our game is offensive rebounding and we
got 2 team rebounds and only 5 offensive rebounds all
night, and that isn't conducive for us to getting a win.

Credit West Virginia.  I thought they played hard.
Difference in the ball game is just making some shots.
The threes were the same.  We had one extra point at
the free throw line, but we got outrebounded and that's
always a big part of the game for us.  When we get
outrebounded we struggle, so that's kind of what
happened tonight.

Q. Loryn and Kaylee, Coach mentioned the slow
start and then you had Braxtin go down and we
know how important she is.  Did you feel like you
got zapped right there early on because of those
two things?
KAYLEE JENSEN: It's kind of a shock when one of
your players goes down, but you have to get past it.
We're in the conference tournament and you can't
worry about it, so we pray for the best when it happens
but you gotta move on.

LORYN GOODWIN: I don't think we got off to a good
start at all, and I think when we do is when we are at

our best and tonight we didn't do that and it was a
trickle down affect with the injuries and people coming
out and getting hit and I just don't think we had a lot of
energy on defense or anything like that, came out
sluggish.  I don't think a lot of us are not used to having
class and doing all this stuff and we've got to be ready
to go.  I felt kind of heavy there, but it can't happen
again.  We've just got to get past those kinds of things.

THE MODERATOR: Ladies, thank you.  Questions for
Coach?

Q. Coach, can you just kind of -- how important
was Braxtin Miller and her being out for the are
majority of the first half?
JIM LITTELL: Well, it changes things and they had a
lead.  That's no excuse.  They had a lead when she
went down, but she is an important piece of our
offense.  But more importantly she is probably our top
defender now with some injuries that we've had.  She
is going to be fine.  She is a tough kid.  I'm proud of her
for fighting through it, and she'll be back pretty quick.
We've got to give her a few days off.  She is an
important piece to our puzzle.  The last two times we
beat West Virginia she scored 23 in both games.

So that was a factor.  Plus when she left the game we
had to go zone and we haven't played a lot of zone this
year.  So it changed the dynamics of the game, but,
you know, we had our opportunities.  We wasted some
offensive possessions and I think there's some things
other than that that factored into it.

Q. Coach, Loryn talked about it feeling like a weird
day leading up to the game.  Did you sense
something that was off before you got out there?
JIM LITTELL: No, not really.  It's a little different
scenario coming in early to get extra time in
Chesapeake but you know what?  Everybody does it
here.  We gotta adjust to things and every team here is
under the same things, so...

We just didn't play well enough to win and you gotta
credit West Virginia and they're very athletic.  We had a
match-up problem about 10 to 12 minutes into the
game.  So, you know, I think you just gotta credit West
Virginia on some things and, you know, it's basketball.
We didn't play our best today.
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Q. Coach, first of all, I didn't see what happened to
Braxtin.  Did you see exactly what happened?
Also, how have injuries this season hampered the
season and how do you get through them going
into the NCAA tournament?
JIM LITTELL: We've had some, but, you know, we've
battled through those things and won 20 games.  So
we're fine, injuries, the next person needs to step up
and play and that's the mindset that we've had and
we've done that and done pretty well.  You know, we
have had some injuries, but we won 20 games and we
finished third in this league.  Baylor and Texas are
really good.  We've had a strong year and we're excited
about going to the NCAA tournament.

Q. Did you feel like they were doing some things
differently with Loryn tonight compared to the first
two match-ups?
JIM LITTELL: You know, they may have been
squeezing her a little more and coming off and helping
a little bit more.  She had two big games against them
the two previous times and your defense always
focuses on somebody that does that.  Yeah, I think
there was extra emphasis on her tonight and helping
and being in a ready position on that.  But we gotta
have other people step up and make shots and we
didn't do that.

Q. Speaking of your strong season this year, all
indications say that you guys are in the NCAA
tournament but sitting on the bubble.  How do you
feel about your chances to get in?
JIM LITTELL: I don't know who is saying we're sitting
on the bubble.  That's something we don't control, but I
know this:  We finished third in a good league and the
team that we tied with we swept.  So prior to tonight we
had won two against West Virginia, two against TCU
and two against Oklahoma.  I think we had a good
year.  We go to Mississippi State, and we lose one
possession and they are number two in the country.
We played them stronger than anybody in the country
right now.  Great home win against UCLA and played a
tough Tennessee team.  I don't control those things.
We will wait and see what happens on Monday, but I
think if you look at the big picture we've had an
outstanding year.

THE MODERATOR: Coach, congratulations.  Thank
you.

Rev #3 by #321 at 2018-03-04 05:06:00 GMT page 2 of 2


	WVU Quotes
	OSU Quotes

