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THE MODERATOR: We are now joined by the
Longhorns, Coach, your thoughts on the game?

KAREN ASTON: Well, it much wasn't the most
pleasing to the eye, but I think that's a reflection of, first
of all, West Virginia really, really playing hard.  I knew
that this game would sort of be like this just because
they were playing with a sense of urgency.  I think they
knew this would be a win that would help them as far
as getting into the NCAA tournament.  Our team was
prepared for that.

I thought that we stayed more competitive throughout
the game as opposed to yesterday when we had too
many lulls.  We stayed competitive.  Just didn't shoot
the ball great today.  I thought we got a lot of
contributions from our bench.  I thought Jada
Underwood gave us a lift in the first half when we had
guards with fouls and our bigs sort of got into a rotation
where they could all contribute in some capacity.

But, again, West Virginia is shorthanded and you could
probably tell that our bench was I would say the
difference in the game because we had more fresh
legs.  That's what tournament play is about.  So I'm
pleased and proud of our team.  We have a chance to
play again tomorrow.

THE MODERATOR: Questions for our student-
athletes?

Q. Sug, it's hard to say that there was a turning
point in the game like this but you hit back-to-back
threes at the end of the first quarter that gave you a
pretty good lead.  Do you remember sensing that
was a big deal at the time among your teammates?
ALECIA SUTTON: Yeah, I just know that my role off the

bench is to bring energy to this team with whether it's
offense or defense and I take it seriously to help this
team out.  I took it seriously to help the team.

Q. Talk about how important it was to keep
attacking the paint and not letting up on that
specific factor throughout the game?
ARIEL ATKINS: It was part of our game plan to
continue to attack them.  They're a very aggressive
team defensively and the coaches felt like it would be
to our advantage to attack.

JATARIE WHITE: They're also a pretty good defensive,
I mean rebounding team.  So we had to make sure we
got in there and boxed out and got a lot of rebounds as
a team, not just post play but guards as well.

Q. Ariel, Coach said the bench was a big difference
tonight.  Looking ahead to bigger and better games
coming in a few weeks, how vital is the bench
going to be to the success that you're going to
have at the next tournament?
ARIEL ATKINS: We play tomorrow and we're going to
try to focus solely on that, and I think our bench will do
a good job of helping us tomorrow.

THE MODERATOR: Ladies, thank you very much.
Questions for Coach?

Q. Coach, they talked about it was the game plan to
attack the middle.  What did you see from West
Virginia that let you know that y'all were going to
be able to have success in the paint?
KAREN ASTON: Well, as the players said, they're a
fairly aggressive defensive team, and most of the time
there are some driving lanes, and because they're at
the line and they play really, really super aggressive.  It
also leaves some isolation for your big players, and I
thought we kind of established that early.

Then we just couldn't get into any kind of flow really
after the first quarter.  This game had no flow to it on
either side.  We tried.  I think we got some pretty
decent shots and we missed several layups in the third
quarter that I thought would have really, really pushed
us ahead.  But it was definitely part of the game plan to
try to get paint touches.

Q. Coach, Sug's back-to-back threes at the end of
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the first quarter, how vital was that to get the team
energized going into the rest of the first half?
KAREN ASTON: I think it was just good in a sense of
part of our conversation in the locker room before the
game was finishing quarters well.  It was one thing that
West Virginia, because they don't have a deep bench
sometimes you can take advantage of maybe a
substitution or fatigue maybe at the end of the quarter.
We talked about that in the locker room before the
game which was to try to really amp up our energy late
in each quarter.

I will say this much, for whatever reason Sug ends up
with the ball in her hands in late game situations and
late quarter situations and she has dramatically
improved from the first half of the season where she
kind of looked like a deer in the headlights when she
had the ball.  Now I think she is very confident with
either getting us in a certain play that we're trying to
run late game or taking a big shot.  She has done that
several time if you've noticed late in the year.  She is
playing really well right now.  She went through that
little bug before the Oklahoma State game when we
played in Stillwater and it took a little while for her to
get her strength back, but I feel like she is in a pretty
good flow right now.

Q. Coach, you played Baylor during the regular
season.  What do you take from those match-ups
that's going to help you tomorrow?
KAREN ASTON: We'll spend tonight looking at the
game in Austin, because, you know, you try to have a
short memory and turn the page pretty quick in Big 12
play which I think our team has done a good job of that,
not letting either one of the Baylor losses affect our
next games and part of that was for me to move on and
go to the next thing.  So we will spend tonight looking
at the previous game in Austin and try to see if there
are some things that we could have and should have
done better.

But, you know, they're bringing in the Offensive Player
of the Year and the Defensive Player of the Year, so we
have our work cut out for us.

Q. Does it help your chances more tomorrow
knowing that Wallace is not going to be out there?
KAREN ASTON: First of all, obviously I haven't
commented on her at all, but my sympathy goes to her.
I had a situation like that a few years ago with our best
player in (indiscernible) and it's heartbreaking to have a
senior not be able to finish their year when they were
having that kind of year, especially and she'll bounce
back, clearly.  But I feel for her.

I mean, if you base it on the last couple of games it
doesn't look much like their team has missed a beat.

So, again, we have the best offensive player in the
league and the best defensive player in the league, so
that's a pretty good combination that we have to try to
compete against and do a better job than we've done.
We have to be ultra competitive tomorrow but I'm really
proud that our team is playing tomorrow.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Coach.
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THE MODERATOR: We're now joined by Coach Mike
Carey and his two student-athletes, Naomi Davenport
and Chania Ray.  Coach, your thoughts about the
game?

MIKE CAREY: I thought we come out with energy.
Give Texas credit.  They kept driving us.  We took way
too many threes.  I kept saying we're settling for threes.
I mean, you can't go 2 for 23 and expect to win game.
Long rebounds, layups on the other side because we
kept missing.  Give Texas credit, though, they gave us
the three but didn't give us the drive.

THE MODERATOR: Questions for our student-
athletes?

Q. Ladies, can you talk about how you were trying
to gut through that big run they took early on and
try to cut into the lead before halftime?  What was
your mindset as you were trying to cut down the
lead?
NAOMI DAVENPORT: I would say we were trying to --
we kept saying defense, defense, start on defense, and
let our defense create our offense.  We were trying to
have that take on and cut the lead down that way.

CHANIA RAY: I would second that.  We tried to focus
on defense and stop them from driving in the paint,
and, you know, we tried to let that create our offense
and unfortunately we took some bad shots which didn't
really help on the other end.  But we keep reiterating let
our defense create our offense and it kind of showed
that we didn't really do that.

Q. Naomi, why do you think the team struggled on
3-point shots today?
NAOMI DAVENPORT: I just feel like it was an off day
and we didn't have legs.  We kept hitting the front of the
rim or the bottom of the net.  We were gassed.  Just

didn't get our shot up.

Q. They were able to get 40 points in the paint.
Was there anything that you could have done
differently to be able to slow that down?  I know
that was their focus or was that going to happen
because of the size?
CHANIA RAY: We let their guards get more points in
the paint than we let their posts.  We didn't really help
each other.  That's one thing that we could have done a
lot better.  But, like Coach said, it's not the post scoring
in the paint.  It's the guards.  We didn't stop dribble
penetration and if the 5 did come over to help we didn't
get rotation on the back end.  That's one thing we have
to work on and learn to help each other on defense.

Q. Naomi, you talked about being gassed.  Then
you got a team like them that has so much depth.
Could you kind of sense that they kept running out
fresh legs and making things more difficult for
you?
NAOMI DAVENPORT: Yeah, they subbed two or three
at a time.  We subbed one at a time.  Our energy just
died down.  We came out with a lot of energy, but
second quarter through the fourth it showed that we
just died down.

Q. Chania, this is the second time you've played
Texas with different results.  What was the
difference between last year's team and this
year's?
CHANIA RAY: The difference is I felt like we played
with less heart this game.  Some people came to play
and some didn't and it's not all about offense,
everybody can play defense the whole game and I
think that's just one thing we lock lacked.  Other than
that it was the same team, same game, minus a
couple, but we just didn't dig within ourselves to pull
through.

THE MODERATOR: Okay, ladies, thank you.
Questions for Coach?

Q. Coach, obviously your players areally brutally
honest about their play, not coming to play tonight
is that something --
MIKE CAREY: No, I don't think they didn't come to play
tonight.  I think at times they didn't listen tonight.  We
can't stand out there and keep shooting threes.  Our
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legs are tired.  Like players said, every timeout, every
time down I tried to run quick hitters that was driving
and getting to the thing, but we kept shooting threes.
We could have got a three anytime in the shot clock.
But we were taking it early in the shot clock and like
they said we were hitting the bottom of the rim which
led to layups for them on the other side.

Q. Coach, how much did their depth make a
difference in this game?
MIKE CAREY: It did.  It did, but that's why you gotta
take better shots, get to the ball and play defense, push
the break.  If you don't have it then you've got to set up
and make them play some defense, and for some
reason we just couldn't get 'em to do that.  They got
behind there and they got in a hurry and I couldn't get
five people on the same page at that time.

Q. I asked the players about the 40 points in the
paint and obviously a lot of it came from the
guards.  Was that something that you expected
them to use?
MIKE CAREY: Yeah, they're going to dribble drive, try
to get in the paint.  They didn't do anything we didn't
know they were going to do.  We just let 'em dribble
drive, got in foul trouble a little bit with Katrina Pardee
and some others and just let 'em dribble drive.  We
come off the bench and they let 'em dribble drive more
than the people that were starting.  Give Texas credit.
They let 'em dribble drive.

Q. Now after the exodus, what do you think your
postseason chances are?
MIKE CAREY: I don't know.  We'll see.  I have no idea.
I don't know.

Q. To sort of follow up on that, you're a 20-win team
in the Big 12 Conference.  Do you feel like the
conference is maybe getting overlooked a little bit
beyond Baylor and Texas this year on a national
scale?
MIKE CAREY: I'm not sure what the RPI for the league
is, but I know it's not great, and that's why.  I think if you
saw the Big Ten last year they're third place team didn't
go because of their RPI of the league.  It comes down
to that, mostly.

THE MODERATOR: Coach, thank you.
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