
BIG 12 BASEBALL 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

Game #5 
POSTGAME PRESS CONFERENCE 

           Thursday, May 24 
 
Texas A&M Aggies: 
 
Head Coach Rob Childress 
 
On Confidence in Kirkland Rivers: 
I think he (Kirkland Rivers) kind of knew 
where we stood as far as our pitching 
staff goes.  We needed a good start and 
he’s been throwing well the last month, 
so it wasn’t a surprise to me that he got 
us off to a good start.  He was able to 
maintain it.  Every time you get to 
postseason you always get someone to 
step up and fill a role that maybe they 
haven’t filled all year long and today it 
was Kirkland.  He got us into the 
seventh inning and I thought he was 
sharp.  He threw a lot of strikes and 
when he got himself into a little bit of a 
jam after we’d scored but he was able to 
wiggle himself out of it.  I thought he had 
a great start that was able to save our 
bullpen for the rest of the weekend.  
 
On Victory Against Texas After Being 
Swept: 
It was important.  We talked to the team 
about dealing with failure because it will 
determine your success.  We haven’t 
had to deal with it all year long.  A lot of 
teams have.  We hadn’t lost more than 
two games all year long and it just so 
happens that our downfall is hitting us 
57 games in.  I was proud of the way we 
responded today.    
 
 

On Importance of Today’s Victory: 
I don’t think we looked at the game as a 
match-up against a top-10 team, but 
now that the game is over we realize 
that’s true.  But I hope that one weekend 
doesn’t determine our whole season.  
We’ve played a great schedule all year 
long and our kids have shown up to play 
all year long.  We’ve had a great year, 
but we still haven’t won anything yet.  
We need to give ourselves the 
opportunity to win this tournament 
because that’s how you get to Omaha.   
 
On Importance of Saturday’s Match-
up: 
I don’t think our guys feel any pressure.  
Our players want to win every game 
they play.  That’s the type of mindset we 
have.  I don’t care who we’re playing, 
where we’re playing or what we’re 
playing for—they’re going to come out 
and give it everything they got.    
 

Catcher Craig Stinson 
 
On Grand Slam: 
To be honest with you, I didn’t think it 
was gone because the wind was 
blowing pretty strong in and I got 
jammed a little bit, but he (James 
Russell) threw a changeup low and in 
and I just had to hit it well.  I’m glad 
because I came up big for my team. I’m 
happy to get this win after losing four in 
a row.  It doesn’t matter who we’re 
playing but I think today was just a huge 
win.   
 

Pitcher Kirkland Rivers 
 
On Getting Out of First Inning: 
It was big just to get out of that first 
inning after letting a leadoff double get 
on.  I just built up some confidence.  It 
was just a confidence factor that was 



coming through to get out of that jam in 
the first.   
 
On Pitching Six Innings: 
I wasn’t surprised, but I hadn’t been that 
far in a game since probably high 
school.  It was fun to just get out there 
and throw strikes.  I knew today I had to 
pitch some innings just because of our 
bullpen.  I knew that I needed to throw 
well and deep into the game.    
 


