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Texas Longhorns: 
 
Head Coach Augie Garrido 
 
For me, the difference in the game 
started in the first inning. We had the 
same opportunity [as Texas A&M] with a 
runner on third and at one point only 
had one out, whereas they had a runner 
on third with two outs and we missed a 
ball for the third out that allowed the run 
to score. We both had the same chance 
and they capitalized on it and we didn’t. 
Then in the third inning, they ended up 
with the bases loaded after a series of 
stuff and they capitalized with a grand-
slam homerun and separated the game 
at that point. In the top of the fourth, we 
fought back. We had the same 
opportunity with the bases loaded and 
two outs but we made the third out 
without scoring a run. So really it was 
about them being opportunistic. They 
added to it with [Blake] Stouffer’s 
homerun. He took a good pitch and did 
a good job of hitting it.  I think James 
[Russell] did a good job of continuing to 
compete after the grand-slam homerun. 
He gave us zeros and kept us in the 
game. But I thought those were the 
levels of separation. The other thing that 
was pretty brilliant on their part was that 
they took the weekend series, and this 
is a combination of coaches and players 
from their team, they took the defeats 
from the weekend series and it 
motivated them to a higher level today. 

So they handled all of that right. They 
made it work for them, rather than let it 
work against them. Which speaks well 
for their character which we already 
knew they had. The third baseman 
[Brian Ruggiano] made three plays in 
three different innings, two with his 
glove and one with his knee that all 
stopped the ball from going into the 
outfield and that were all pretty brilliant. 
They could kind of go unnoticed but they 
stopped rallies at that point in time. So, I 
guess that is kind of how I saw the two 
teams separate themselves. I think it 
was very courageous pitching by their 
left-hander [Kirkland Rivers] which was 
probably the farthest and deepest into a 
game he has gone all year. It speaks 
well for his spirit and it was a good 
decision by their coaching staff to use 
their best pitcher to nail it down. This 
team [Texas] offensively, we know we 
can play offense and we are capable of 
big innings and they know that too and I 
thought they made a very wise decision 
in how they used their closer to finish 
the game.  
 
 

First Baseman Chance 
Wheeless 

 
On difference in intensity out of 
Texas A&M: 
I could see [difference in intensity] out of 
their pitcher. He really stayed 
competitive the whole game and kept us 
off balance and they never gave in. He 
threw strikes very well and I thought 
their defense played very consistently 
today.  
 
On pitcher Kirkland Rivers:   
He was really spotting his pitches well 
and to keep us off balance he used his 
slider in key situations and used all 



three of his pitches well. It was a great 
job by the pitcher.  
 

Pitcher James Russell 
 
On pitching against Texas A&M: 
I didn’t make as good of pitches as I 
should have in key situations and they 
really sat on my change-up. I have to 
work harder to keep them off balance so 
I can use my change up more. They are 
a good hitting team and a good base 
running team. They got me this time so 
hats off to them and we will get them 
another time.  
 
On pitch to Craig Stinson (Grand 
Slam): 
It was a changeup. I left it a little up. It 
was supposed to be down and away but 
when you leave a pitch up a good hitter 
will hit it.  
 


