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Oklahoma Sooners: 
 
Head Coach Sunny Golloway 
 
We told our club yesterday that the keys 
of the game were to not walk people, 
not to give them more than three outs, 
and you saw how the game unfolded.  It 
seemed like we gave them a lot of 
opportunities.  But I thought the key of 
the game was that we’ve taught our 
players to know when the game is on 
the line.  We’ve missed those 
opportunities in some big games earlier 
in the year and today I thought the game 
was on the line in the fifth inning and I 
thought that Heath Taylor did a great job 
of pitching his way out of a jam.  We 
probably gave them four or five outs 
right there.  We don’t turn the double 
play.  We have a mental mistake.  We 
boot the ground ball right at us and 
Heath did a great job and pitched like a 
warrior and got that last out when we 
needed him to.  Because even if they 
would have scored that one run I think 
psychologically it would have affected 
the rest of our club.  We would have 
been thinking that we gave them 
something.  To get out of that in the fifth 
with none and then to get out of another 
jam in the sixth…we had some guys 
really step up for us today.  Aljay Davis 
driving the ball off the wall and being 
able to score on a fly ball to right field.  I 
thought that Hernandez hitting the 
homerun with two strikes and two outs.  

We were trying to slow the inning down 
at that time because they had gotten 
two outs on two quick pitches and I gave 
Bryant (Hernandez) the take because 
we wanted to give our guy a little bit of 
time to get his breath right there in the 
dugout.  He took two strikes and then hit 
one over the wall so that proved to be 
really big for us.   
 
On Hernandez’s Spark: 
His teammates believe in him at 
shortstop.  He’s extremely talented.  
That’s why we recruited him from 
California. He’s extremely talented and I 
really think he’s starting to come into his 
own.  He’s learning the game and we’re 
teaching him to slow the game down in 
his mind.  And then to play aggressively 
with his tools.  You saw him come to get 
the chopper in the infield.  There are not 
many people who can make that play.  
His abilities speak for themselves.  As 
you see him learn the game the way we 
want to teach him I think he has the 
chance to be a star in the program.   
 
On Game’s Importance: 
I think we proved how important it was.  
Heath Taylor is a co-ace for us on our 
staff.  He and Porlier (Stephen) have 
kind of been our go-to guys.  We knew 
we were going to use one of them in 
relief.  I think everybody knows already 
that Heath Taylor shut out Missouri in 
Columbia in game two there five to 
nothing.  Those guys only had two 
losses in their last ten games, one to the 
Longhorns and one in Columbia to us 
and they have won a lot of quality 
games.  We couldn’t play around.  We 
had to win this ballgame and we 
understood that clearly and Heath was 
willing to come out of the bullpen and all 
of our guys have been very unselfish 
and willing to do whatever it takes to 



win.  I’m very proud of our guys but 
we’re a long ways from being done.   
 
On Win’s Significance: 
I think it helps, but I think having the 25th 
RPI in the country speaks volumes too.  
I don’t lobby, I state facts and we’ve got 
to go take care of business.  If we’re 
selected to go, great.  But if we’re not, 
we’re not going to say a word about it.  
Right now we truly believe that we will 
be playing in the NCAA tournament 
because we plan on winning the Big 12 
Tournament.   
 
On Choosing Pitchers: 
Last year, we were in a good position 
being the number three seed.  We 
thought we came into the Big 12 
Tournament having to compete to earn 
the host.  It’s easier to roll them out.  I 
think you play with it a lot more when 
you’re in the position to fight to get in.  
We just sat down and we really felt that 
Jo Hughes, even though he isn’t as firm 
as Heath, if he could keep them off 
balance and pitch in, he would have 
success.  As you saw, he jammed  
(Jacob) Priday a few times and that’s a 
big strong right handed bat that you’ve 
got to fear and when he was able to get 
in there and jam him, we knew that he 
was doing what JoJo Hughes could do.  
The key was how long he could go.  
He’s always pitched well but he gets 
tired.  He’s not a big guy and we ask so 
much of him in centerfield in that lineup 
everyday.  We just tried to pick the right 
spot.  We didn’t want to get it into a 
trouble situation because that wouldn’t 
be fair to Heath.  I thought we picked the 
right spot.  We watched Heath’s pitch 
count very closely.  But then, who do 
you go to?  We’ve probably got one shot 
with Conaway in this tournament and 
you really don’t want to use it here but if 

you had to, you would.  Thank goodness 
Heath did a great job and carried us 
when he needed to so we were able to 
save Conaway for another day.   
 
On Focus at the Plate: 
I don’t think it was a different focus.  I 
sensed our guys knew this was the start 
of a new season.  When we came out to 
hit before the game, the team was a 
little more quiet than we have been.  I 
always try to read my club and try to 
figure out what we need to do as 
coaches. We just left them alone.  They 
were very focused.  It proved it at the 
end with the results we got at the end of 
the game.  I think our guys understand 
that it’s a new season.  They understand 
what they have to do.  They like playing 
with each other and they want this thing 
to continue.  It was more just their total 
focus as a team more than individually 
trying to go up there and do something.  
One thing that’s funny is that we told our 
kids that one of the keys to success is to 
strike out more.  I told them not to 
repeat that.  But the truth is, we haven’t 
struck out very much and we haven’t 
been as aggressive as we need to.  A 
good example is Hernandez showing 
some pop, driving the ball.  He’s hit 
some homeruns here recently.  Our 
guys have power that we haven’t shown 
yet and we have to utilize that power to 
be able to really advance through 
tournament play.   
 
On Motivation to Beat OSU: 
What I think everyone needs to 
understand is that we give great effort 
every night.  I’m really proud of the 
players that I get to coach.  I’m proud to 
put on a University of Oklahoma jersey.  
There is never a bad day to put on this 
uniform, but when we leave, like the last 
time we left Bricktown, we were truly 



disappointed.  I think what people need 
to understand is that our disappointment 
is for what we represent: our student 
body, our faculty, our alumni, all those 
fans that show up every game 
supporting these young men.  We know 
we disappoint those people and we 
understand Bedlam.  I teach our young 
people Bedlam.  Our disappointment is 
truly knowing what we’ve disappointed.  
The disappointment is feeling that we’ve 
let our fans down.  We have an 
opportunity on Friday to give the fans a 
chance to be proud of Oklahoma 
baseball, which I know they are, and to 
go home feeling good about 
themselves.    

 
First Baseman Aaron Baker 
 
On Playing Defense with Runners 
On: 
We always talk about one pitch at a 
time.  Even though at times we make a 
few mistakes just like any other team, 
we are able to not lose it and to 
remember one pitch at a time and one 
out at a time.  Luckily tonight it helped 
out and we were able to keep them from 
scoring too many runs.  
 

Shortstop Bryant Hernandez 
 
On Hitting: 
Coach has always talked about letting it 
fly and I mean going up to the plate 
today, that was my motto. I had two 
strikes and I was looking to drive the ball 
to right field and I turned on it.  
Whatever happens, happens after that. 
 
On Late-Season Opportunity: 
This opportunity has been great.  I get to 
be one of two shortstops at Oklahoma 
and a lot of people around me are 

helping me learn the game.  It’s been 
great.      
 

Pitcher Heath Taylor 
 
On Pitching Relief: 
Like Coach Golloway said, he had kind 
of planned on me coming in sometime 
during the game.  Before the game, he 
told me I would get the opportunity if 
need be.  I’ve really started liking the 
role of a relief pitcher.  I know 
sometimes as a starter I think I could 
fool around with a pitch in certain 
situations, but whenever it puts the 
game on the line you’ve got to go in the 
game and make key pitches.  That’s one 
thing that I really like about it. 
 
On First Bedlam Experience: 
Last time we didn’t fair to well, but the 
same thing happened last year.  We 
ended up with a chance to play them in 
the Big 12 Tournament and it turned out 
well.  I think the same thing could 
happen this year.  I know we’re a better 
team than we were then.  It’s just going 
to be a great game, another Bedlam, 
and a lot of fun.  
 
 
 
 
 

 


