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Nebraska Cornhuskers: 
 
Coach Mike Anderson 
 
It was a good ball game. I told my kids that   
I was proud that we played an error-free 
ballgame and a solid ballgame all-around. I 
thought we pitched very well. I don’t think 
Tony (Watson) had his best stuff but he 
was gutsy and got some pitches when he 
needed them and we did enough on 
offense to get things going. We put 
pressure on them every inning and didn’t 
get it done every inning but we were playing 
well. Obviously, we had two big plays in the 
game. Jake Mort sticking with a ball and 
making a throw and coming across the field 
and then the strikeout with Matt (Foust) 
when he got down 3-0 in the count with the 
bases loaded and threw three straight 
strikes and all three were tough pitches to 
hit.I   I am very proud of this team. 
 
On leaving in Matt Foust: 
I’ve never made a decision on the mound. 
You need to make that in the dugout before 
you go out. I thought he would get it done. 
He had a couple issues and things going in 
the inning before and we had (Thad) Weber 
and (Zach) Herr ready to go but we just felt 
like he needed to finish it and thought he 
could. You get that type of mentality going 
and that is a good thing. I would rather lose 
with a guy that is giving us the effort that he 
has given us, so that is why we went with 
him. That is also why Tony got a start 
today. We could have mixed things up and 
done different things because Tony hadn’t 
thrown real well his last three outings but 

when you have a guy out there giving his 
heart and soul and are leaving it all on the 
field, then you owe them. 
 
On style of game (one run innings): 
I feel good obviously that we won. I thought 
we played a good, clean baseball game. I 
think we held them in check and I don’t 
think that is the way they usually are. You 
look at their scores and you know how they 
play. A three or four run inning is not 
uncommon. They can put it up there and 
they can put it up there in a hurry. So we 
held them in check. That is not a typical 
game that you are going to see out of the 
two of us. 
 
On runners in scoring position: 
I think the mindset is that of the two veteran 
pitchers. I don’t think you can say it was the 
whole team in that respect, but I think you 
had two pitchers who got into trouble but 
were composed enough to make the pitch. 
Sometimes it was a ground ball, sometimes 
it was a fly ball and sometimes it was a 
strikeout. You don’t need a strikeout and we 
had two pitchers who had the 
understanding to just make a pitch and get 
out of the inning and it happened. It doesn’t 
always happen that way but it happened 
and it had a lot to do with their attitudes. 
 
On Tony Watson: 
I love him. I will put him on the mound and 
there is no hesitation. That kid has meant to 
much to this program and the next big 
game and next big opportunity that he has 
there is no question or no lack of 
confidence. What he has done and what he 
is doing for this program and the things he 
does are tremendous.  
 
Difference in ballgame: 
I think it was one big out. They had some 
momentum and had a ground ball to (Jake) 
Mort and if he boots that ball all of a sudden 



it changes things. That is what A&M feeds 
off of. They have speed, they run, they 
bunt, they do all the things and to get the 
first out of the inning was big. And obviously 
the strikeout (On Blake Stouffer) pumped 
everybody up. 
 
On Confidence in Matt Foust: 
What he has done is secured some things 
for us. When we started struggling in the 
middle innings and in the seventh, eighth 
and ninth [innings], we needed to find 
something that would give us some stability 
and what Matt Foust did was give us 
stability in the middle innings and took us 
into some games late. You see him keep 
growing and growing in that role. Early in 
the year when it was a new role, we saw 
some ups and downs and he needed to 
make a pitch and sometimes he did and 
sometimes he didn’t. Now he has become 
more of a veteran and created some 
stability for us.  
 
On Faith in Team: 
There is not a guy on this team that I don’t 
have faith in. The second I lose that, they 
lose it too. It doesn’t always work, but there 
is not a guy on this team I don’t have faith 
in. We have 27 guys down here and if we 
hit them, pitch them or put them in on 
defense and there is any doubt that their 
coach doesn’t have confidence in them, 
then I have made a huge mistake. So there 
are 27 guys that if they had a bad outing 
before or a good outing before, they know 
that they are getting put into a game with a 
coach that has confidence in them.  
 
On Catcher Mitch Abeita: 
Mitch has been great all year. He made a 
great play on that [pitch in dirt] and if you 
look into the play at third, he didn’t have a 
good handle on it and threw an absolute 
strike. He had to throw a strike to get him 
out and [Craig] Corriston made a good play 

to make the tag. We had a couple good 
things happen in those situations where we 
were fortunate that it was right on the bag.  
 
 
Pitcher Matt Foust 
 
On striking out Blake Stouffer: 
Well, coach told me he thought I’d do better 
out of the wind-up and I guess I didn’t prove 
that until the last three pitches. Coach told 
me to calm down and gave me the 
confidence to go after him. Finally, I settled 
down and got him. 
 
On losing confidence down in count 3-0: 
I just throw to the glove. I was just thinking 
there was no way I was going to walk him 
so I threw a fastball and got it over and then 
I had to hope to get him with those two 
good pitches. 
 
On emotions after strikeout: 
Usually I am chill, but they told me I looked 
like a fool, so I guess I did.    
 
On confidence using slider against 
Blake Stouffer: 
I guess that is my go-to pitch. It is nice to 
have a pitch to rely on and I relied on it 
there and trusted it.  
 
 
Right-Fielder DJ Belfonte 
 
On first experience at Bricktown: 
It is just a great ballpark to play at and a 
great atmosphere to play at and it is just 
more fun. It makes the game more fun to 
play. Hitting the ball is no different. You 
don’t have to change your swing or 
anything. Coach A [Anderson] told us 
before the game to keep doing what we 
have been doing all year and keep the ball 
out of the air. 



 
On pitchers’ performances: 
“It is awesome. You can’t say enough about 
Tony Watson and Matt Foust, they have 
been doing it all year. They have been 
carrying us all year and when Matt Foust 
went down 3-0 there was no doubt in our 
mind that we still want that guy on the 
mound. He is a great competitor and a 
great leader on this team and I wouldn’t 
pick anyone else to be in that situation. As 
for Tony, he obviously didn’t have his best 
stuff like Coach A [Anderson] said but the 
guy is our team leader and he is going to 
leave it all out on the mound and he did 
that.” 
 
 
 
 
 


