
 

2009 Phillips 66 Big 12 Baseball Championship 
Kansas State Press Conference Quotes 

Game 1 -- May 20, 2009 
AT&T Bricktown Ballpark 

 
Kansas State Head Coach Brad Hill 
Opening Statement: 
“It was a hard fought game. You have to give both teams a lot of credit. Shaeffer Hall was outstanding again. He did the 
same thing at ou place for five innings. He made great pitches and kept us confused on what he was doing, and he did 
the same thing again today. Fortunately, I thought we did a great job changing our approach hitting-wise. I thought our 
guys did a good job of not trying to over-adjust of what he was trying to do to us. We got the big double by Dane 
(Yelovich) in the gap and then (Adam) Muenster gets on top the ball, and some guys just had some big hits that us put is 
into position. I give Lance Hoge credit. He really battled early, and they put a lot of hits on the board, and fortunately we 
put a lot of runs up with those hits. He must have been making pitches at the right time to get ourselves out of some jams. 
I give him a lot of credit because he had a tough time with them Saturday, and he bounced back today. I thought he threw 
extremely hard for us and this guy (Allen James) threw real well at the back end.” 
 
On coming back from last weekend’s losses to Kansas: 
“In baseball you play the game so quickly you better have short-term memory. It’s kind of what we told the guys -- it was 
the end of the regular season and the start of a whole new season for us. Our guys again came out and did a great job 
approaching the game they way they should.” 
 
On Kansas runners being left on base serving as a confidence booster: 
“If they punch across a few runs that makes it kind of tough, and it also makes the weekend come back a little bit quicker 
in your memory. Lance really competed hard for and did a great job. He made some pitches that didn’t allow them to 
score. It is a game of momentum swings, and they couldn’t quite get those momentum swings.” 
 
 
Senior outfielder Jordan Cruz 
On the hit that went over the centerfielder’s head: 
“I just remembered two outs and Robby (Price) hit a line drive over center and he dived for it. I thought that was the only 
way he was going to get it but hopefully it would get by him and we would score. The ball bounced up behind him, and I 
just started running. I knew I had to score and James (Allen) would finish up the game for us.” 
 
 
Freshman pitcher James Allen 
On thinking back to KSU’s last game against Kansas: 
“It kind of stuck in the back of my mind, and it just determined me to hit every spot and lock in with Rob (Vaughn) because 
they are a great hitting ball club and they can hit the mistakes real well.” 
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Kansas Head Coach Ritch Price 
Opening Statement: 
“I want to congratulate Kansas State on a grinded out win. You look at that scoreboard and we got 10 hits and only got 
one run that came on a home run.  So obviously we had plenty of opportunities to score and didn’t take advantage of 
them. We didn’t take advantage of runners at third base with less than two outs. The one thing we’ve done pretty well all 
year was play defense, and we made four bad defensive plays today. That was the difference in the game.” 
 
On seeing a lot of pitchers out of the bullpen: 
“I thought they did a nice job of mixing and matching in trying to use their bullpen to be as effective as possible. Obviously 
we had some guys at the tail end of our lineup have some really bad at-bats.  We chased changeups out of the zone with 
runners in scoring positions. We’ve had those struggles throughout the course of the season.  Basically, the bottom part of 
our lineup failed to take advantage of some golden opportunities. “ 
 
 
Sophomore infielder Tony Thompson 
On leaving runners on base: 
“It gets you down a little bit. We just didn’t get it done at the right time, but we know later in the next couple games we’re 
going to get those things done.  We just need to have the big hits at the right time.” 
 
 
Junior pitcher Shaeffer Hall 
On his day on the mound: 
“Overall I felt pretty good. I was able to get the leadoff hitter out the majority of the innings I was out there.  I was able to 
work the count in my favor, just working the off speed and it was able to work well for me today.  I had no walks. I didn’t 
give anybody any free bases so overall I felt really good about my outing.” 


