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THE MODERATOR: We have the Cyclones of Iowa 
State.  Our head coach, Steve Prohm, and student-
athletes are Marial Shayok and Michael Jacobson. 
Coach, congratulations on your victory.

STEVE PROHM: Thank you.  First of all, it was a great 
game, great atmosphere and I knew playing Kansas 
State here and the way our fans travel the game would 
be great.  Congratulations to Kansas State and Coach 
Weber for the regular season championship.  That's 
hard to do, extremely hard to do.  Great job in the 
second half.  Really making it tough for us offensively. 
We got stagnant.  The ball didn't move as well.  They 
were able to get out of transition, off turnovers.  Turned 
it over 17 times.  I was most proud of the guys today. 
We were down 5 late, flipped the script back in Ames. 
We were up 5 or 7 late and they came back on us. 
Nick got two free throws.  We chased down a couple of 
loose balls.  Mike had 16 rebounds, Marial's three 
rimmed it, and Marial made a shot that a lot of fans 
here will remember if we're fortunate to go on and 
complete this deal tomorrow night.  Congrats to K-
State.  They've had an unbelievable year up to this 
point.

Q. Mike, talk about the 16 rebounds, you guys 
owned a 14 rebound advantage for the game. 
MICHAEL JACOBSON: It's something that we have 
focused on as a team, one of our goals as a team is to 
be plus in the margin, so playing a team like K-State 
you're going to have to do that.  You're going to have to 
control glass, especially when shots weren't falling like 
they normally do.  So controlling the defense glass and 
getting offensive boards that can get us extra 
possessions is a big deal in a close game like this.

Q. Marial, talk about the 3-pointer that you made 
with less than a minute left that gave y'all the lead. 
What kind of spacing did you have over there in the 
corner and how did the fall feel when it left your 
hand?

MARIAL SHAYOK: The ball felt good when it left my 
hands.  I had my space, but I had all the confidence in 
the world.  I was missing a bunch of shots in the 
second half and that's -- Coach Prohm and my 
teammates they give me the confidence all year down 
the stretch to shoot those shots.

Q. Could you scout the upcoming game? If it's KU, 
give us a scouting report, if it's West Virginia as 
well.
MARIAL SHAYOK: I mean, our coaches are going to 
handle that part.  We just got to execute whatever 
scout they provide us later tonight, and I'm sure we're 
going to be ready.  It's going to be an exciting game, 
exciting atmosphere.  So we're all looking forward to it.

Q. Michael, considering the way this team is 
playing down the stretch what was the discussion 
among the team heading into this tournament 
about the state of this team?
MICHAEL JACOBSON: I mean, we were just fighting to 
get back right I think was the biggest thing.  We just got 
back to competing in practice and working hard and 
going at each other and I think, you know, to be honest 
sometimes you've got to hit rock bottom to start 
building it back up and I think that's kinda what 
happened to an extent and we came out of the Texas 
Tech game and didn't win.  But they are a good team 
and we felt like we played better than we had in a while 
and we knew if we could keep building on that and the 
get our mentality to where it needed to be in early 
January and February we would have a chance at this.

Q. Marial, you had gone without a field goal from 5-
17 in the first half until those back-to-back threes in 
the corner.  Were you aware of that?  Frustrated?
What was your thought process being held down 
without a make there for a period of time?
MARIAL SHAYOK: I wasn't really thinking about it, just 
doing what I can to get the win and despite all that I 
kept my confidence and like I said earlier, the team has 
my back and the coaching staff has my back to shoot 
those shots.  So credit to them.

THE MODERATOR: Guys, we will let you go back to 
the locker room.  Congratulations.  Thank you. 
Questions for Coach?

Q. Coach, congratulations on the win.  You have a
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unique perspective of you played K-State once with
Dean Wade and once without him today.  How
different of a team are they without him?
STEVE PROHM: They're really good.  That class has
been coming together for three years.  This is a three-
year run for them, really, and I've been here for all four
years.  I got here when Dean Wade was a freshman
and Stokes and Brown were freshmen and then they
added Sneed.  They went to the tournament.  Without
Wade last year they make the Elite 8 run.  I think
they're a good team the way they play with Wade and
without Wade because Coach Weber is so good
defensively.  Their teams are resilient.  They have
championship DNA that we talked at halftime.  Those
guys were going to respond.  Barry Brown is a winner.
He leads the way from a toughness standpoint for them
and I got a lot of respect for those guys.  To win the
regular season in this league isn't easy.  I don't know to
talk X's and O's what makes 'em different.  What
makes that team good is their character and their
toughness on the defense end.

Q. Coach, if it's KU tomorrow this place is going to
be absolutely nuts.  Can you talk about the
atmosphere for the championship game if it's KU?
And then I have a follow-up.
STEVE PROHM: That's what you want to be a part of.
You're playing the elite program in our league, Hall of
Fame coach, bunch of McDonald's All-Americans.  We
got a ton of respect for Kansas, I know a couple of
years ago, I think it may have been Coach Hoiberg's
last year, they played Kansas and beat them in the
championship.  I heard those stories and my second
year here when we thought we may play each other in
the Sweet 16.  We thought that may happen, but we
got beat by Purdue.  Iowa State and Kansas, ESPN,
that should be fun.

Q. Iowa State has never lost in a championship of
the Bog 12.  Talk about the pressure that puts on
your guys?
STEVE PROHM: There is no pressure.  There is no
pressure.  We're going to prepare tonight and prepare
in the morning.  There is no pressure in that.  Our guys
don't know it, and unless you tell them, I'm not going to
tell them.  I'm proud of where these guys are at over
the last week of trying to change their habits, but you
can see we got stagnant tonight and we can't do that.
It may not be Kansas.  West Virginia drilled us a couple
of weeks ago up there.  That was a tough moment for
us and our team.  So if it's Coach Huggins and their
team we're going to have to play really well too.  But
obviously I know your message was about Kansas with
the atmosphere.  But we will be excited either way.
There is definitely no pressure and if there is any
pressure it needs to go on me not the kids.

Q. Coach, I know this is a semifinal win, but with
what your team has been through, would you say
that the mojo is back and the corner has been
turned now?
STEVE PROHM: I don't know.  We've always been a
good basketball team.  We just haven't been very good
for the first three weeks.  Three weeks prior we were
13th in the NCAA seeding polls when that came out, so
that's pretty good.

We got into a bad rut, and we weren't playing the right
way.  We struggled defensively, and we had to make
changes.  It's more about not basketball changes just
us doing the right thing.  I think once the regular
season ended and we got a little bit better against
Texas Tech, coming down here gives you a new state
of mind, peace of mind and obviously our fan base
helps down here as well.

Q. And playing the best basketball of the season
again at a very important time?
STEVE PROHM: Well, this is when you want to be
playing your best.  I thought yesterday against Baylor
was a really complete game.  I thought we had a good
half tonight.  We struggled in the second half, but
Kansas State had a lot to do with that.  They're so
good defensively in the half-court and we've got to do a
better job tomorrow night of moving the basketball.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Coach.
Congratulations.
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THE MODERATOR: We have Kansas State, Coach
Bruce Weber.  Student-athletes are Barry Brown, Jr.
and Cartier Diarra.  Coach?

BRUCE WEBER: Obviously, you're always
disappointed when you lose.  Proud of our guys, been
proud of 'em all year.  They battled their butts off.  We
had a bad stretch in the first half, ended the half,
allowed them to make that run and we got together at
halftime and they came together and I thought played
as well as you can play to start the second half.  You've
got to use so much energy though to come back.  You
still have a 5-point lead.  I told them it's an identical
spot to the game at their place.  We were down 5 with
2 something left and we scored the last 7 points and
got a win.  They made the plays.  We had lots of
chances, missed too many layups, had a lot of wide-
open threes, didn't make 'em.  Disappointing.  I'm
proud of our guys, and hats off to Iowa State.  I thought
Michael Jacobson played his heart out, 8 points, 16
rebounds, played so hard for them and obviously
Shayok with the big 3.  When we were all struggling
making shots he stepped up and made that big three
that turned the game.

THE MODERATOR: Let's go to our student-athletes.

Q. Barry, you guys took the lead with about 10:43
with Xavier's 3-pointer and held on to the lead, but
it seemed like offense got difficult from there on
out and I think you missed 8 straight to finish the
game.  What changed from that point on?  You
were so good and then just dried up.
BARRY BROWN, JR.: I think maybe we got a little
stagnant, some quick shots, then just got some
missed, wide-open shots.  Not being strong in the
paint, not making the extra pass, maybe.  I think all that
kind of played a factor into it.

Q. For both of you, in a lot of ways after losing
tonight you guys are in the same position you were

in last year going into the tournament, same group 
of guys, Dean's out.  Do you feel better equipped or 
as well-equipped certainly as last year for what 
you're going to do in the tournament?
CARTIER DIARRA: I'm not going to say we're in the 
same position.  Of course we have grown from that. 
You learn from experience.  I just think we also learned 
from this game.  We know that it's win or go home and 
we gotta play together at all times, follow the scouting 
report and play K-State defense and K-State basketball 
and give ourselves an opportunity to win.  I think that's 
the biggest thing moving forward is keeping that 
mindset and just focusing on who we are going to be 
playing against and not looking ahead.

Q. Barry, compare where you are now to where you
were last year.  You guys obviously had a pretty
fine postseason last year and you've got a lot of
the same elements in place and same
circumstances except what you did last year is
under your belt.
BARRY BROWN, JR.: Like he said, I don't think we're
in the same position.  We've grown.  We went through
it, been through it without Dean, which is always tough.
But we survived and advanced last year and we were
able to get some experience under our belt.  Obviously,
it's not last year.  It's going to be different teams.  The
ball is going to bounce different.  The shots are going
to fall different, but it gives us the self-confidence that
it's able to be done.

Q. For Cartier, I know you're not happy with the
loss.  But how do you feel playing 30 minutes
yesterday and how did the tournament feel overall
after missing over a month?
CARTIER DIARRA: How do I feel?  Man, I feel good.  I
feel good.  But of course I'm upset we lost and I had
two wide-open shots at the end to, you know, extend
the lead or take the lead back again and I didn't make
those.  So I'm really upset about that.

Other than that, I felt pretty good running, just getting
fatigue back and stuff like that.  But the game is over
and done with.  Coach stresses about moving on and
now we gotta wait and get ready to see who the
competition is for the NCAA Tournament.

Q. For Cartier and Barry, considering you have one
less game to play and something that can
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obviously distract you until Selection Sunday, is it 
going to be more difficult to not dwell on tonight 
over the roughly next 48 hours before you find out 
who you play next or no?
CARTIER DIARRA: Nah, we good.  The game is over 
done with.  We lost it.  Can't get it back.  Everybody is 
going to get their bodies right, get back focused 
mentally and get ready for this next game because we 
know it could be our last of the season and for the 
seniors.  So I'm definitely going to be prepared and 
ready to play for my guys.

BARRY BROWN, JR.: I agree, man.  We're not going 
to dwell on it.  It's going to suck today, maybe even 
suck tomorrow.  But once our names go across the 
screen and we find who we are playing it's going to be 
about that team and not what happened in the past, 
not the good that happened in the past and not the bad 
that happened in the past, just what we can do to move 
forward and survive and advance.

THE MODERATOR: Guys, thank you.  Good luck next 
week.  Question for coach?

Q. I wonder if you could speak to how much better 
equipped are you for this postseason run after last 
postseason and despite the fact the feeling that 
you have right now?
BRUCE WEBER: I said it two years ago when we were 
one of the last ones in, to have that experience to go to 
Dayton and play that game to get to go across country 
to Sacramento and play Cincinnati even though we 
didn't play well.  One, they got a taste of it.  Two, they 
got a win, and each experience is important.  Last year 
it helped us because they had been through the NCAA 
Tournament.  So I think we're much better equipped. 
Obviously we're older, we've been through it.  We 
played NCAA games.  It was great to get Cartier back 
going.  I didn't expect or anticipate him to play that 
many minutes, but Mike McGuirl kept getting in foul 
trouble both games and we had to push him.

So I feel good about it.  But we really gotta focus on 
one game win streaks and that's all.  Being prepared. 
We've been so good.  If you think about it, Iowa State is 
really good, but we were so consistent and dealt with 
so many things and kept fighting even within today.  It 
was like a microcosm of our season all the things we 
went through.  And hopefully we will have that drive, 
that determination to fight through and be ready for the 
tournament.

Q. Coach, it never felt appropriate to ask about 
seeding or anything at any point in this season and 
maybe it's tough after this loss, but where does 
this team deserve to be seeded?
BRUCE WEBER: I think our league is very, very good.

You see West Virginia beating the league champ last
year, so the balance in the league, I've said it all year,
I'm not sure the top teams are quite as good, but the
balance is unbelievable and you have to grind it out to
play for a third time, to grind it out like we have, you
know, there was, what, about six weeks ago.  Iowa
State was a top-16 team in that first, whatever they
announced the top 16.  So it says a lot and they end up
9-9 in our league.

I have no idea.  I don't follow.  The coaches do.  I gotta
believe we're somewhere between 3 and 5.  But, you
know, we'll just have to see.  I think we found out last
year it doesn't matter.  It's how you prepare and if
you're ready to go.

Q. Coach, it looked like you started so well in the
first half.  The second half, it kinda looked like you
ran out of gas in both halves is the tempo of the
game and injuries and illnesses just add up on you
tonight?
BRUCE WEBER: There is no doubt.  You played last
night and tonight and it's hard fought and they go at
you.  That is the one thing they do is push the
basketball.  You guys asked what happened to offense.
One, they blocked three unbelievable shots.  Those
were big-time plays.  Two, we missed, what, four, five,
wide open threes where they weren't guarding us, and
we went out and missed them.  I thought after the first
couple go to the hoop, get in the paint, get some
layups.  But we didn't do that.

And, you know, I don't think either team made threes
down the stretch except for Shayok's because you're
tired.  How do you make threes without legs, and I think
that might have been the difference.

Q. Following up on the seeding question, you think
the Selection Committee looks more at your
regular season co-championship or the
tournament?  Is there any way to figure that out?
BRUCE WEBER: I know they say the entire package.  I
think that's, and we'll see with the new "net rating."   I
know there are some questions about the net and it's
been brought up to them.  I don't know if they're
concerned, but they're definitely looking at it.  But we
will know more is it net, RPI, is it all the different BPI,
whatever it is, what becomes a factor.  But I hope our
consistency in the league, our schedule
nonconference.  We went and played road games
which not a lot of teams did in nonconference.  We won
road games in the league, and we did it with injuries,
without guys.  So I'm just proud of 'em.  But whatever
happens, happens.  We just got to have a good mental
mindset going into whoever we play.

Q. Bruce, how do you feel you can assess Dean's
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status right now?  X came out limping.  Is he okay?
BRUCE WEBER: X has something.  An aggravated
thing through the season, probably needs a couple
weeks of rest.  But we don't have that chance.  He
fought through it, still played 28 minutes.  We need
Mike McGuirl not to get in foul trouble because it kept
putting us in a bind.  Dean, we will wait and see how
he's feeling.  Says it feels better than it did two days
ago, but we've kept him in the boot.  He did treatment
basically all day today.  He will do it all day tomorrow
and then lots of hope and prayers that maybe we find a
way to get him back.

Q. Coach, I wanted to ask about Shaun.  I know he
struggled, but he gave you guys some good
minutes that first half.  Does that give you some
confidence going forward?
BRUCE WEBER: I hope so. If you look at the bench
scoring last night it was 18-6.  We won it and tonight.
It's 12-0, but I thought Shaun gave us a nice boost,
made a couple nice plays, played with confidence.  I
was happy with that.  Levi was really good last night,
didn't quite give us that tonight.  But we need
everybody.  We gotta do it together, and if we stay
together we will be fine.  We can guard.  We play our
butts off.  If we share the basketball we'll be good.

THE MODERATOR: Coach, thank you.  Good luck next
week.
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